
Agenda 
Winthrop Town Council 

Special Meeting 
Monday, November 14, 2011 at 7 p.m. 

Winthrop Town Hall 
 
Chairman Cookson brought the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
 
Attendance:  Chairman Kevin Cookson: Councilors, Linda Caprara, Ken Buck, Sarah Fuller, James 
Lattin, Priscilla Jenkins, and the Town Manager, Jeffrey Woolston.  Councilor David Rheaume was 
absent. 
 
Ordered that the Winthrop Town Council meet to consider the following item: 
 
-     Item #67 - Tabled from August 1, 2011 Meeting 
 o        Hold a discussion on Fire Works Sales/Use in Winthrop 
 
- Chairman Cookson called the special meeting to order at 7 pm.  His opening comments included 
that the item was originally tabled to get more information to Councilor Jenkins.  Last week it was 
kept tabled.  After the meeting questions were asked about how to get the item off the table because 
the Council needed to take an action on it.  At the time, it was thought that the item would be tabled 
for one year in accordance with the petition provision of the Council's rules.  The Chairman called 
Mr. Lee Bragg as did Councilor Caprara to get a resolution on the issue.  In fact, the council can 
treat the tabled item as an open item until it votes on the item itself. 
- Fire Chief Dan Brooks had a point of order in that the ordinance must ban use; it cannot ban 
possession. 
 
- Councilor Caprara made a motion, seconded by Councilor Fuller to take Item #67 off the 
table.  The motion was approved (Councilor Lattin Opposed). 
 
- Councilor Jenkins commented that she doesn't want to send fire fighters into buring fireworks 
storage building.  She said it would also be hard to enforce after discussions with Police Chief 
Young. 
- Councilor Fuller brought up the public safety issue.  The CDC says that 50% - 60% of accidents 
are caused by persons under 20.  She went on to say that 4 of 10 of the accidents are caused by 
persons under the age of 15.  The accidents involve damage to eyes, face, and handsk. 
- Councilor Buck said he would like to see a ban on sales and allow the use of fireworks. 
- Councilor Caprara was concerned about buildings with explosives and who was going to possess 
them.  She would like to allow the use on a trial basis for now.  She supports banning the sale and 
allowing the use. 
- Councilor Lattin appreciated the idea of not sending fire fighters and support staff into a burning 
building.  He also said the many buildings exist that are equally dangerous.  In those situations 
firefighters and other personnel would only be told to enter the facility when personnel working 
within the building tell them it is safe.  As possession is allowed, contolling or coplicing will require 
more effort. 
- Chairman Cookson asked about cases pending on illegal use.  The town gets about 6 around July 
4th.  Normally, the police just confiscate the material.  Many times when large groups meet; there is 
a chance for more hazards than if used on private property. 
- Chief Dan Brooks reiterated that he is dead set against the sale and use and agrees with Councilor 
Fuller's statistics.  He continued by saying now people can walk around with them.  A noise 



ordinance is available.  He has 10 & 12 year olds.  He doesn't think the council supports a ban on 
using fireworks.  He was mostly worried about fireworks storage buildings.  So, if the council 
prevents the sale of fireworks, his biggest fear will be abatted. 
- Police Chief Young - commented that the use of fireworks is always problematic.  He will talk 
with the district attorney to see if the sale and use are not prohibited, how to store them.  He will 
also need time to train his officers.  He understands it is a pretty convoluted training program.  He 
was not sure what kind of testing will be required.  It would be better to make the land owner 
responsible for problems with use of fireworks.  There are laws on the books to file charges if a 
person is found criminally negligent.   
- Chairman Cookson asked if reckless conduct was still in force.  Yes it is. 
- Councilor Lattin - We have a large population that hunts and has access to gun power.   
- Chairman Cookson - What if the ordinance was reviewable after a year?  It would ban sales, and 
allow use on private property. 
- Councilor Caprara - Yes 
- Chief Young:  This would tell the town the council was involved in protecting the larger 
population 
- Councilor Fuller - Good idea to review after a year; draft the ordinance for against sale; allow use 
on own property 
- Chief Brooks - This takes away places like Mt Pisgah from possible fires. 
- Councilor Jenkins - What about parties; both Chiefs said it would already require a licensed 
pyrotechnics team. 
- Councilor Lattin - Likes land owner being responsible, whether they are on site or not. 
- Councilor Caprara - Not willing to hold absentee owner responsible. 
Chief Young - We can incorporate existing state law for establishing culpability. 
 
Council Fuller made a motion, seconded by Councilor Jenkins and amended by Chairman 
Cookson which said to draft an ordinance which banned the sale of fireworks and limited 
their use to private property and that the ordinance would be reviewed annually, and that the 
council would rely on Chief Brooks and Chief Young to assist in drafting prior to the public 
hearing.  The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Councilor Fuller made the motion, seconded by Councilor Jenkins to adjourn the meeting.  The 
meeting adjourned at  8:25 pm. 


